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concerned the state were those towards multiplying universities.
The starting-points here, as we saw in Chapter V, were local
colleges, whose students sat for the examinations and took the
degrees of London University. We saw how in 1884 the colleges
at Manchester, Liverpool, and Leeds combined to form a degree-
giving university of their own—the Victoria University.   In
1893  tne three Welsh colleges  (Aberystwyth,  Cardiff,  and
Bangor) formed the University of Wales; in which, as in the
Victoria University, women participated on an equal footing
with men.   Similar equality (except for divinity degrees) was
embodied in the supplementary charter obtained in 1895 by the
older (1832) University of Durham.  In 1900 Mason College,
Birmingham, obtained a charter as Birmingham University.
This was the first case in which a great industrial city had a uni-
versity all its own, not shared on a federal basis with other cities;
and the example was not lost on Manchester and Liverpool. In
1889 parliament for the first time recognized the university col-
leges as an educational category by voting an annual sum for
distribution between them. At the end of the century the grant
wap £25,000, distributed among no less than thirteen institutions,
three in London and ten elsewhere in England.1  In 1898 the
University of London, fruitful parent of so many offshoots, was
itself the subject of legislation.  A special act of that year ap-
pointed seven commissioners, who in February 1900 issued
statutes.  The effect of the act and the statutes together was to
give London University for the first time the framework of a
modern academic organization, with a senate, an academic coun-
cil, a university extension board, and eight faculties; while
comprised in it as 'Schools of the University' were to be, not
merely the three university colleges then receiving grants as
such,2 but ten medical schools, six theological colleges, Holloway
College, the London School of Economics, the South-Eastern
Agricultural College, and the Central Technical College of the
City and .Guilds Institution.  Though the scheme was a com-
promise and did not go as far as some advocates of unity and
centralization wished, it gave to London University more of the
character of a teaching institution than it ever had before.
As yet, however, the institutions noticed in the last paragraph
did not, except in the field of medicine, supply the nation with its
1 The three Welsh colleges had a separate grant.
* University College, King's College, and Bedford College.
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